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Aromat Implements

DRP System

I 1992, Aromat implemented an entirely
new distribution resowrce planning (DRF)

system bo improwve real-time processing

Tor emd-users, The system, which man
wpes all dismmbubion, myentory manage
meenl and accounting/financials for
250000 parts in Morth America, was
designed using the Muan-Trak Distribution
and Maonutucturing System which was
further custoamized with mkiitnonal desi
spim syt Dessbures. (or oqlamid mvenio
ry el onder management, hMan-Trak
was developed using the Informix Omn

Line cmgine wsing Informix 4GL
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Aorowmad winlimes two Hew e -Fasekarnd
QN systems fow s Informiy database
application. An HP S0KEEST with cighi
Grigabyees of disk acts as the database
server running Informix OnLine YVersion
5 mnd Informix Sar, whale an HP
SNVEAS acts as the client munmming
Infowmax Mel, Arunal runs chiraciern
Based erminals and PCs nunnimg lermenid
emulation e access the server via serial
connections and TCPAP. PCs are net-
worked via Windows for Work Groups

il Metmanage Chameleon

According 1o Greg Vaidman, system
sdministrator for Aromat, approximately
2003 users have acoounts on the system,
with 120 simultaneows users aocessing
the database during |'-.'.|l: pennds, The
Morth Amenca databise consisis of A6
Crigabvies

W hen Aroanas moved the Informs
aystem into production, T boitlenecks
quickly developed, resuliing in severe
performance problems. A system aodi
determined that the complexity of the
decizion support features of the applica
tiomn caused the roed db space 1o baecome
severcly Ly bound

“It was crucial that we improve the
performance of our [nformix system,”
wibd Yosdman. “The combanation of our
large simultaneous wser load and guery
rlEnsive aplicabions was creabimge I
battlenecks thal caused our syscem
respsnss mes o drogr sigmilhicantly
below scceprable levels. Our accounting.
distribution. planning and marketing peo-
ple were not petting acceptahle guery
responss times i pllow them o make
ellective busingss deciswons,”™

Aroimal conswlered upgrading s HEF
QUIHD as well s rewriting s DRP syaem,
“Meither allermnative was attractive to us,”
siid Vaidman. The cost and time
imvolved would hove severely affected
CUNEIRNY |'-:'rlnrr|'|;|:||.':'_ wy Wi decided 1o
research other polential solutions,”™



Database Excellerator
Provides Solution

Avromat identified DES" Databace:
Excellerator™ ns a potential solution o
thear problems. The Database
Excellerator combines solid state disk
[|.'L'|:|n11|-::-].';:.r with ultri-reliable data
inl::‘:;_."t’il!}' r'um.-mmuh::.- 143 :_L'l'{'i.ll|_‘_|' I Tease
RDOBMS performance amd ensurne
ahsolute non-volatility. The deamatie
performance improvement is achieved
by mounting frequently accessed data-
base elements on the DES System.

The DES Dutabise Excellernior is
compatible with all major Unix RDBMSs
inclheding Informix, Svhase and Orscle,
as well as meost proprietary databsase sys-
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“With our heavy user
load, we couldn't
effectively run our
business without the
DES system,”

- Gireg Vaidman

tems. 1t runs on all mapor Unix hardware
platforms, including Hewlei-Packard,
1HM, Sun Microsystems. Digital and
Data General

I hilil.r.-h,' commects Lo any Unixn serv-
er's 8CS1 bus, with most installstions
compleied within one hour, providing
mmmediate payback. The measured

mean-time-between-failure (MTBF) on
the Dutabase Excellerator exceeds one
il by homirs,

Arcamidl installed the Database
Excelleraoe amd the ]:\;l:.'h:u:k hl:'g:_m
imrnn:di:jl-:lg.. The sddinon of the DES
system reduced Aromeats 3000 mime
packing slip process o 40 manutes. “We
have approximately 600 megabyics of
o requently accessed tables—which
mainly consists of sibes orders—loaded
onto the DES system, which greatly
cnhances our QUETy response 1mes
aguinst our Informix database.” saicdl
Vaidman.

“With our heavy user load, we
couldn't effectively run our business
without the DES system.” Yoidman said.
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